amended. Accordingly, claims 1 - 13 are presented and at issue. 

Rejections Under 35 USC S 112 

The Examiner rejected claim 1 under 35 USC § 1 12 due to applicant's use of the 
allegedly confusing phrase "and/or". This claim has been redrafted to replace "and/or" 
with — at least one of ...and...--. 

The Examiner rejected claim 13 under USC § 1 12 because the claim does not 
appear to relate to an "animal feedlot management" method. Accordingly, the phrase 
"animal feedlot management" has been deleted from claim 13. 

Rejections Under 35 USC S 102 

The Examiner rejected claims 1-13 in view of a previously-issued patent owned 
by Lextron. The present patent application is subject to an obUgation of assignment to 
Lextron. Under the aforementioned circumstances, pursuant to 35 USC § 103(c), such 
prior art shall not preclude patentability. 

Summary 

In view of the foregoing considerations, all pending claims now meet the 
requirements of 35 USC § 102, § 103, and § 1 12. It is submitted that the present 
application is in condition for allowance, and such action by the Examiner is earnestly 
solicited. 
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ReslSjectfully submitted, 

'Steven R. Bartholomew 
Reg. No. 34,771 

Morgan, Lewis, & Bockius, LLP 
101 Park Avenue 
Suite 40 

New York, NY 10178 
Tel. No. 212-551-5000 
May 6, 2002 
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Marked Up Version of Claims 1 and 13 



1 . A computer network for managing operations within a feedlot having a 
pluraHty of animal pens each having a feedbnnk, said computer network comprising: 

a feedbunk reading computer system, associated with a feedbunk reading vehicle 
transportable to animal pens in said feedlot, said feedbunk reading computer system 
including mechanisms for receiving, storing and displaying animal health data and feed 
ration dispensed data; 

the feedbunk reading computer system further including mechanisms for 
producing, storing and displaying feed ration delivery data, said feed ration delivery data 
specifying the assigned amount of feed ration to be dehvered to the feedbunks associated 
with a plurality of animal pens along a feeding route within a predetermined time period, 
and said feed ration dispensed data indicating the actual amount of feed ration delivered 
to the feedbunks of said animal pens during the predetermined time period; 

a plurality of feed delivery vehicles each being associated with a feed delivery 
vehicle computer system transportable to each said animal pen in said feedlot and having 
a storage mechanism for storing an assigned feed load, and a feed metering mechanism 
for measuring the actual amount of feed ration delivered to the feedbunks associated with 
said feeding route, and a data generation mechanism for producing said feed ration 
dispensed data indicative of the actual amount of feed ration delivered to said feedbunks, 
each said feed delivery vehicle computer system having mechanisms for receiving, 
storing and displaying said feed ration delivery data provided from said feedbunk reading 
computer system and a mechanism for receiving said feed ration dispensed data produced 
from said metering mechanism aboard said feed delivery vehicle; 

a feedmill computer system, installed at a feedmill in said feedlot and having 
mechanisms for receiving, storing and displaying said feed ration delivery data produced 
from said feedbunk reading computer system; 

a feedlot management computer system for receiving, storing and displaying said 
feed ration delivery data, said feed ration dispensed data and said animal health data, for 
use by a feedlot manager of said feedlot; 




a digital data communications system integrated with said feedlot computer 
network, for transferring digital data files among said feedbunk reading computer system, 
said feedmill computer system, said plurality of feed delivery vehicle computer systems, 
said feedlot management computer system and said feedmill computer system, wherein 
said digital data files include any of said feed ration dolivor delivery data, said animal 
health data and said feed ration dispensed data; and 

a database for maintaining information representative of a model of said feedlot 
and objects contained therein, each said feed delivery computer system including a 
mechanism for viewing at least a portion of said model maintained in said database, each 
feed delivery computer system also including a vehicle information acquisition 
mechanism for acquiring vehicle information regarding at least one of (i) the position of 
said feed delivery vehicle relative to a first prespecified coordinate referenced frame, 
and/ef (ii) the state of operation of said feed delivery vehicle^ and (iii) at least one of 
information to said databas e to specify in the position and/ef the state of operation of said 
feed delivery vehicle represented within said model of said feedlot. 

13. A computer-implemented method of animal foodlot managem e nt the 
method comprising the steps of: 

(a) providing a feedlot computer network comprised of a feedbunk reading 
computer system, a m e ans mechanism for producing, storing and displaying feed ration 
deliver data, a feedmill computer system, and a feedlot management computer system; 

(b) providing a feedlot vehicle associated with a portable computer system in 
communication with said feedlot computer network, said portable computer system using 
real-time ¥R: virtual reality modeling and coordinate acquisition techniques in order to 
maintain a 3-D geometrical model of said feedlot and objects therein including said 
feedlot vehicle; and 

(c) navigating said feedlot vehicle while viewing at least a portion of said 
feedlot model from within said feedlot vehicle. 
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